OF THOMAS JEFFERSON                         201
was laid over for consideration; but late .occurrences prove the propriety of it, and it is now under consideration. (To De Witt Clinton, 1804. F. VIII., 322.)
ELECTIONS, CONGRESSIONAL.—On the subject of an election by a general ticket, or by districts, most persons here seem to have made up their minds. All agree that an election by districts would be best, if it could be general; but while ten States choose either by their legislatures or by a general ticket, it is folly and worse than folly for the other six not to do it. (To James Monroe, 1800. F. VII., 401.)
EMANCIPATION.—I concur entirely in your leading principles of gradual emancipation, of establishment on the coast of Africa, and the patronage of our Nation until the emigrants shall be able to protect themselves. The subordinate detail might be easily arranged. But the bare proposition of purchase by the United States generally, would excite infinite indignation in all the States north of Maryland. The sacrifice must fall on the States alone which hold them; and the difficult question will be how to lessen this so as to reconcile our fellow citizens to it. Personally I am ready and desirous to make any sacrifice which shall ensure their gradual but complete retirement from the State, and effectually at the same time, establish them elsewhere in freedom and safety. But I have not perceived the growth of this disposition in the rising generation, of which I once had sanguine hopes. (To Dr. Thomas Humphreys, 1817. C. VII., 57-)
EMANCIPATION.—See Slavery.
EMBARGO.—It is true that the embargo laws have not had all the effect in bringing the powers of Europe to a sense of justice which a more faithful observance of them might have produced. ,Yet they have had the important effects of saving our seamen and property, of giving time to prepare for defense; and they will produce the further inestimable advantage of turning the attention and enterprise of our fellow citizens, and the patronage of our State Legislatures to the establishment of useful manufactures in our country. They will have hastened the day -when an equilibrium between the occupations of agriculture,r Constitution. Ithall have exhibited at the elementary schools the most pronounced indication of aptness of judgment and correct disposition. (3) An universityne-half
